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reinforcements to any extent at command ; that he should sur-
round the village on all sides; that the army of Tallard was in
flight, and the remains of that of the Elector in retreat; that
Tallard and many general officers were prisoners ; that Blansac
could hope for no reinforcements; and that, therefore, he had
better at once make an honourable capitulation, and surrender
himself with all his men prisoners of war, than attempt a
struggle in which he was sure to be worsted with great loss.
Blansac wanted to dismiss this messenger at once, bub the
Englishman pressed him to advance a few steps out of the vil-
lage, and see with his own eyes the defeat of the Electoral army,
and the preparations that were made on the other side to con-
tinue the battle.    Blansac accordingly, attended by one of his
officers, followed this lord, and was astounded to see with his
own eyes that all he had just heard was true.    Returned into
Blenheim, Blansac assembled all his principal officers, made
them acquainted with the proposition that had been made, and
told them what he had himself seen.   Every one comprehended
what a frightful shock it would be for the country when it
learnt that they had surrendered themselves prisoners of war;
but all things well considered, it was thought best to accept
these terms, and so preserve to the King the twenty-six battal-
lions arid the twelve squadrons of dragoons who were there.
This terrible capitulation was at once, therefore, drawn up and
signed by Blansac, the general officers, and the heads of every
corps except that of Navarre, which was thus the sole which
refused.

The number of prisoners that fell to the enemy in this battle
was infinite. The Duke of Marlborough took charge of the
most distinguished, until he could carry them away to England,
to grace his triumph there. He treated them all, even the
" humblest, with the utmost attention, consideration, and polite-
ness, and with a modesty that did him even more honour than
his victory. Those that came under the charge of Prince Louis
of Baden were much less kindly treated.

The Kin^ received the cruel news of this battle on the 21st

o

of August, by a courier from the Marechal de Villeroy.    By
YOL. I.                                                                     19